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It's Independence Day! 


ON THE 28th of October 1835, 
five years earlier than Te Tiriti 
oWaitangi, 35 ariki and rangat- 
ira from northern tribes signed 
a Declaration of Independence. 
The Declaration was sent to the 
King of England and began: 

KO MATOU, ko nga Tino Ran- 
gatira o nga iwi o Nu Tireni i raro 
mai o Hauraki kua oti nei te hui- 
hui I Waitangi i Tokerau i te ra 
28 o Oketopa 1835, ka wakaputa 
i te Rangatiratanga o to matou 
wenua a ka meatia ka wakaputaia 
e matou he Wenua Rangatira, kia 
huaina, Ko te Wakaminenga o 
nga Hapu o Nu Tireni. 



In their 1835 Declaration of Independence, the 
United Tribes of New Zealand thanked His Majesty, 
the King of England for his recognition of their flag. 


GE Free or Busted 


TWO ACTIVISTS will appear 
in Wellington District Court this 
week, exactly one year to the day 
after the moratorium against GE 
field trials were lifted. The activ¬ 
ists face a range of charges for 
their involvement in the GE Free 
camp on Parliament Grounds 
last year. The drawn out court 
proceeding started after the Wel¬ 
lington Strategic Police Group 
violently stormed into the small 
GE Free Tent city’, dragging 
sleeping and cuddling people 
from their tents. 

Of over fifty arrests the cops have 
only achieved one actual convic¬ 
tion. This case is at the tail end of 
this fast and loose police action. 

A large group of people gathered 
at Parliament in the days leading 
up to the lifting of the govern¬ 
ment’s moratorium to urge them 
to reconsider this de¬ 
cision. The Labour 
government’s fail¬ 
ure to extending the 
moratorium and pro¬ 
tect New Zealand’s 
GE Free status lead 
to the launch of the 
Peoples Moratorium 


on 29 October 2003. The Peo¬ 
ple’s Moratorium is a document 
calling for direct action and the 
power of each person to keep GE 
out of the country. 

The 1st birthday of the People’s 
Moratorium will be celebrated 
around Aotearoa with a variety 
of actions and activities. GE 
Free groups around the country 
will visit the offices of various 
government agencies involved 
in the GE chain - such as Crop 
and Food and AgResearch, two 
Crown Research institutes in¬ 
volved in field trials. These agen¬ 
cies will be issued ‘cease and 
desist’ orders and face direct ac¬ 
tion if field trials are not halted. 

More information can be found on 
the website of the People’s Mora¬ 
torium Enforcement Agency: 


www.pmea. org.nz 



A glittering fascist 


We, the hereditary chiefs and 
heads of the tribes of the North¬ 
ern parts of New Zealand, being 
assembled at Waitangi in the Bay 
of Islands on this 28th day of Oc¬ 
tober, 1835, declare the Indepen¬ 
dence of our country, which is 
hereby constituted and declared 
to be an Independent State, under 
the designation of the United 
Tribes of New Zealand. 

The Declaration went on to, 
among other things, declare that 
all sovereign power and author¬ 
ity within the United Tribes’ ter¬ 
ritories rested exclusively with 
the chiefs and heads of tribes and 
encouraged Southern tribes to 
join them. 


The Declaration was signed in 
part to ensure Maori could par¬ 
ticipate in increasingly active in¬ 
ternational trade circuits. Many 
Maori view it as at least as im¬ 
portant as Te Tiriti and as the na¬ 
tion’s true founding document. 

The Declaration is problematic 
for those perpetuating the myth 
that Maori willingly ceded sov¬ 
ereignty by signing Te Tiriti. 

Maori were keen to trade over¬ 
seas, and, recognising potential 
and actual threats to their sov- 
eriegnty, were quick to master 
command of foreign colonial 
processes and seek formal recog¬ 
nition of their independence. 


ON OCTOBER 23 rd a crowd 
of over 1,000 marched through 
Wellington. They came from 
diverse backgrounds but were 
united in opposition to the state’s 
racist immigration policies, the 
populist mistreatment of tangata 
whenua by politicians and the 
actions of the National Front. 

The National Front had planned a 
rally for the same day. Originally 
its purpose had been to counter a 
supposed ‘Asian Invasion’ of the 
country. This was changed a few 
days prior to the rally, as media 


revelations showed the NF to be 
infested with Nazi thugs. The NF 
scrambled to find a more respect¬ 
able theme and eventually se¬ 
lected the less than inspiring issue 
of ‘defending’ the national flag. 
Thinking this would do the trick 
they assembled at the cenotaph. 

Kyle Chapman, the Front’s lead¬ 
er, had made a string of claims 
about the significance of the 
impending rally. It was to be 
“the greatest event in the New 
Zealand Nationalist Movement 
so far” and a “stepping stone to 


failure 

greater things”. He also antici¬ 
pated 150-200 participants and 
said his group would remain 
at its rallying site regardless of 
opposition. On the day none of 
these boasts came true. 

Prior to the main counter-march 
arriving, the NF were confront¬ 
ed by a small group named the 
‘scary fairies’. They were dressed 
in colourful garb, sprinkled the 
Front in glitter and generally hu¬ 
miliated them. Had all of Chap¬ 
man’s promised minions arrived, 
the glitter might have run out. In 
fact, only a motley collection of 
about 40 young skinheads sport¬ 
ing Nazi tattoos and a couple of 
middle aged cranks answered 
their Fuhrer’s call. 

Upon hearing that the larger 
march was due to arrive, the 
rotund Chapman lead from the 
front by scuttling off toward the 
railway station. The next hour 
or so was spent with the mighty 
Aryan warriors being pursued 
around the streets, before leaving 
town at speed in their jalopies. 
Meanwhile the anti-racist audi¬ 
ence listened to speakers outside 
parliament before dispersing. 

The Nazis came, they saw, they 
glittered, they conquered nothing! 

Anti-bypass action gig 

Saturday October 30, 9pm, $4 
128 Abel Smith St 

with Sparkle Motion, Dead 
Vicious, Cherry’s Gemstones, 
Performance Poets. All profits go 
to smashing the ‘bypass’ project. 


Working not working 



THE NEO-LIBERAL theory 
goes (and don’t believe anyone 
who tells you that Helen Clark’s 
government has abandoned that 
particularly horrible brand of 
economics) that the market can 
do what no government or com¬ 
munity can do on its own - it can 
make supply and demand work 
in the best interest of everyone. 
The invisible hand of the market 
creates the most efficient equi¬ 
librium possible. 

We’ve been in the grip of the 
flexible labour market since 
those heady days of the 1980s 
where, despite the hands-off 
theory it was advocating, the 
government specifically con¬ 
structed economic policy to 
ensure unemployment stayed 
high. As a result businesses 
could offer jobs with low wages 


and crappy conditions and still 
have desperate workers queue up 
for them. 

As the pool of unemployed has 
shrunk (though underemployed 
and overworked people aren’t 
counted) the prospect of slightly 
improved conditions for work¬ 
ers, has made business advocates 
anxious. 

The Auckland Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and Industry announced 
that New Zealand’s labour short¬ 
age is the biggest impediment to 
business growth. Funnily enough 
it fell to the government to point 
out the obvious - that increasing 
pay and improving working con¬ 
ditions might be the answer. 

In a similar vein the OECD, 
traditional champions of New 
Zealand’s neo-liberal extremity, 


has suggested lowering 
the rate of the DPB to 
encourage solo parents 
into work. This was 
too much even for the 
spokesperson for the 
right-wing think tank 
the Maxim Institute. 

On Radio NZ he said 
he opposed a decrease, 
agreed that living on 
the DPB was hard and 
that watching a relative 
of his trying to cope on 
the DPB had been an 
“eye-opener.” 

Instead of businesses heeding the 
market and improving conditions 
to attract workers, employees are 
being made to work harder than 
ever. The International Labour 
Organisation released a study 
showing that New Zealanders 


work a longer week than any¬ 
where else in the western world 
- except for Japan. 21.3 per cent 
of New Zealand workers work 
over 50 hours a week, compared 
to less than 10 per cent in most 
European countries. 
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